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‘SEE NO EVIL’ 
BLUE APPLE THEATRE 

 
OPENING: 

A SELCTION OF SONGS WHICH HAVE FRIENDSHIP AS A THEME MIXED IN WITH THE SCARY SOUNDS 
OF SHOUTING AND BANGING… 

 
POLLY:  Some words are small, really small – but what they mean is so big, so important. 
 
TOM:  Love 
 
LAWRIE: Hope  
 
JAMES:  Family 
 
ALL:  Friend. 
 
POLLY:  What makes a good friend, a true friend, a real friend? 
 
TOM: A friend is someone who isn’t your family, you have to have your family, you’re 

stuck with them, but friends…you choose them, they’re up to you. 
 
NEIL:  It’s someone you do things with. 
 
ASHLEY: They share your interests. 
 
LAWRIE: You can talk to them. 
 
TOM: I suppose that over time it’s give and take isn’t it? Sometimes you lean on them if 

you need help and sometimes they lean on you. They hold you up when you need 
support. 

 
POLLY:  It’s not an easy job but there’s lots of good examples. 
 
ASHLEY: There’s Alfie and Terry, and Stacey has good friendships, MAx, Ruby, Danielle. 
 
TOM:  Chandler and Joey 
 
POLLY:  Ross and Joey 
 
TOM:  Phoebe and Monica 
 
POLLY:  Rachel and Monica 
 
ASHLEY: She’ll be there for you. 
 
NEIL:  Rizzo and Frenchie. Danny and Kinikie. 
 
JAMES:  Gabriella and Troy. 
 

POLLY TO SPEAK NEXT: ‘Who are they?’ 
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POLLY:  Who are they? 
 
JAMES:  High School Musical 
 
NEIL:  That’s not friendship – that’s something else. 
 
JAMES:  Chad and troy. 
 
NEIL:  That’s friendship. 
 
ASHLEY: Spock and Kirk. 
 
POLLY:  He’s not even human. 
 
TOM:  He’s half…I think. 
 
LAWRIE: Buzz and Woody. 
 
POLLY:  They’re not human at all. 
 
ASHLEY: That doesn’t matter. They’re friends, proper friends. Eventually. 
 
NEIL:  Harry and Ron Weasley. 
 
JAMES:  Han Solo and Chewie. R2 and 3PO. 
 
TOM:  Frodo and…the other one… 
 
POLLY:  Sam.  
 
TOM: That’s it. ‘Sam’. He goes on that adventure and he doesn’t want to. He just wants to 

stay home and put his furry little feet up. 
 
LAWRIE: ‘Those friends thou hast, and their adoption tried, Grapple them unto thy soul with 

hoops of steel.’ Polonius says that to Laertes in Hamlet. And ‘A friend should bear his 
friend's infirmities.’ Cassius says that to Brutus, in Julius Caesar. 

 
ASHLEY: All those stories, they’re like an instruction manual – how to be a friend. It should be 

obvious. 
 
TOM: Is the opposite true? What about people just pretending to be a friend, to get 

something from someone. 
 
POLLY:  Is having any friend better than not having a friend?  
 
TOM:  We’re not talking about real friends here though. 
 
LAWRIE: Iago isn’t a real friend to Othello.  
 

JAMES TO SPEAK NEXT: “That fox doesn’t have the Ginger Bread Man’s best interests at heart.” 
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JAMES:  That fox doesn’t have the Ginger Bread Man’s best interests at heart. 
 
TOM:  Macbeth and Macduff, and Ducan, and Banquo. Macbeth is a bad friend. 
 
POLLY:  Rozencrantz and Guildenstern are good friends. 
 
LAWRIE: But their ‘friend’ Hamlet has them killed. 
 
NEIL:  Is that the first mate crime do you think? 
 
TOM:  If it was, it wasn’t the last. 
 

MUSIC: 
STORIES: 

 
TOM: How does it start? It’s hard to think now. How does any friendship start? A smile, a 

chat. Talk about things you like, and you find out they like them too. You see it’s part 
of my make-up that I just tend to trust people, I’m just wired that way. I don’t hear 
what people say and think ‘do they mean it?’ is this true? Gullible some people say. 
My mum says I just have faith in people and that’s a good thing....usually. (a new 
thought) We used to go to my gran’s house every Sunday, Sunday tea, cakes, 
biscuits, eat until I felt sick. And I used to play with her things on the mantelpiece 
and on this special little set of shelves she had, like little display boxes. Little people 
made of china, cats, all sorts of animals – in all those years of Sundays I never broke 
a thing. I know how to take care of things. 
There were three monkeys, little brass things. And one had its hands over it ears… 

 
ALL:   Hear No Evil. 
 
TOM:  …one had its hands over its mouth 
 
ALL:  Speak No Evil. 
 
TOM:  …and the last one had its hands over its eyes. 
 
ALL:  See No Evil. 
 
TOM: I had them after she died, those and a few other things. I like to look at them, hold 

them, to remember her. And I think I’m a little bit like that little monkey. I didn’t see 
the evil because I wasn’t looking for it. And it’s nice when people like you, it makes 
you feel good about yourself. It started so small that it didn’t seem bad and because 
it got bigger over time…maybe I got used to it. I wish I had a superpower, it would be 
great to (thinks) to shrink them right down, make them tiny, so they couldn’t hurt 
me. And then I’d keep them in a box..or…or step on them. 

 
MUSIC 

 
POLLY: I like birds. Birds of all sorts. I have a big bird feeder at my flat and I watch them. 

They’re like friends themselves. I do something for them, I give them food and water 
and they do something for me, they come and feed and drink and wash and have 



4 
‘See No Evil’ © Blue Apple Theatre 2016      www.blueappletheatre.com 

dust baths and they bicker and they work out who is going to mate with who, and I 
get to watch it all. It’s give and take. 
I know the names, the common names and the Latin names sometimes. And I 
almost like them all. But I can’t find it in my heart to think a cuckoo is anything but 
nasty, it’s a fake, it uses other birds and I can’t forgive that…It’s got a great latin 
name… 

 
ALL:   Cuculus Canorus 
 
POLLY: It just means Cuckoo Melodius or ‘nice singing voice’, but other birds shouldn’t fall 

for that voice. Particularly the little Dunnock…that’s got an even better Latin name… 
 
ALL:  Prunella modularis 
 
POLLY: The female cuckoo will wait for ages for the Dunnock to leave the nest and then 

she’s in. She can be in and gone in seconds, she lays that egg, her egg. And if the 
other poor little bird doesn’t leave the nest then the male and female cuckoo force 
them off for just long enough to lay that egg. And some will lay even if the mother 
bird is still there…shameless.  

 
ALL:  Shameless. 
 
POLLY: And if the other bird, it’s not always a dunnock, it’s sometimes a reed warbler or a 

magpie, if the other bird works it out and pushes the cuckoo egg out then the 
cuckoos can come back and destroy the whole clutch of eggs. You see? Nasty. 

 
ALL:  Nasty. 
 
POLLY: And when that cuckoo chick hatches the first thing it does, even though it’s blind 

and just this thing with not even a single feather on it, the first thing it does is throw 
out all the other eggs. And then it eats and eats and eats. The poor little reed 
warbler or dunnock or magpie has to try and keep up with this incredible appetite 
for food, until the chick is bigger than the poor parent, who isn’t the parent at all. It 
seems unnatural somehow. 

 
ALL:  Unnatural. 
 
POLLY: I sometimes think some people have a little cuckoo DNA in them somewhere, I 

mean how else could a person take advantage of another so easily, what would 
make them do it? If I had a superpower it would be a shield that nothing could get 
through, and everything that gets thrown at it goes back where it came, all the hurt 
all the horrible words, they’d feel it, they’d know what it was like for me…. 

 
MUSIC 

 
LAWRIE: My dad says there are some words which should never be heard together. He says  
 
ENSEMBLE 1: Factory 
 
LAWRIE: …and… 
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ENSEMBLE 2: farming 
 
LAWRIE: shouldn’t be heard together. And - 
 
ENSEMBLE 1: forced  
 
ENSEMBLE 2: marriage 
 
ENSEMBLE 1: reality  
 
ENSEMBLE 2: TV  
 
LAWRIE: …and…  
 
ENSEMBLE 1: folk- 
 
ENSEMBLE 2: rock  
 
LAWRIE: That’s his list. But I think there’s another couple of words that should be in that list. 
 
ENSEMBLE 1: Mate 
 
ENSEMBLE 2: Crime 
 
LAWRIE: Those words shouldn’t be together. Never.  A real mate is someone who will never 

hurt you, never use you, not ever. That’s the point of course - they aren’t real mates, 
the people who do this. Not really. They’re bullies, but they do their bullying with a 
smile so you can’t tell what’s going on. I know my Shakespeare and Lady Macbeth 
says:  

 
POLLY: ‘False face must hide what the false heart doth know.’  
 
LAWRIE: And she says… 
 
POLLY: ‘Look like the innocent flower but be the serpent under it.’  
 
LAWRIE: Shakespeare knew what he was talking about. When the person you think is your 

friend has a ‘false face’, when you have someone pretending to be an innocent 
flower when they’re really a ‘serpent’, what do you do?  

 
ASHLEY: Who do you talk to? 
 
TOM: Who would I talk to? 
 
LAWRIE: It’s not easy to say you’ve been fooled or taken advantage of because…because that 

means somebody else knows that you believed these people, you fell for their lies. 
And some of the stuff feels so big when you are in it, when you are feeling it, but 
when you try to talk about it, tell someone about it – well, it doesn’t sound so bad. 
But it is bad, I have to try to keep remembering that. It shouldn’t happen, we (he 
indicates the cast) shouldn’t let it happen…we (the audience too) shouldn’t let it 
happen. ‘False face must hide what false heart doth know’ – maybe that’s part of my 

http://www.azquotes.com/quote/267292
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problem…I’m no good at being false, I’m no good at lying, I don’t know how to do 
the ‘false face’ and ‘false heart’ thing. But to other people, people like them – they 
seem so good at it, it just comes naturally to some people.  
If I could have a superpower? I’d have a magic force that sucks the moisture from 
them, every drop and then they’d be made of nothing but dust, and I could blow 
them away… 

 
MUSIC: 

A CHANGE, WE ARE NOW IN THE COMPANY OF THE BULLIES 
 

So what did I do wrong, you tell me? You think it’s wrong to make people feel special. That’s all I did. 
That, no matter what you say, is not a crime. 
 
If you’re clever you keep an eye on them, you get to know when they get their – what’s it called – 
DLA comes in. Everyone loves a little spending spree don’t they? 
 
I was his Tuesday friend, that’s what he called me. He never noticed that Tuesday was benefit day. 
 
Get someone with a car and suddenly that’s a taxi when you need it, whenever you need it. You 
make it sound like they don’t like it but they love it.  
 
Sometimes I’ve got no credit so I use theirs, use up the minutes, the data, whatever. What are they 
going to use it for?  
 
My mate likes to be hospitable, share what they’ve got. It’s good to share isn’t it, and it’s good to 
give someone the chance to share – that’s all I’m doing. And you call that a crime? 
 
No one wants to clear up after a party do they, but you have the party at their flat and they’re happy 
because they’re the centre of attention for a few hours but then when we’re gone, no clearing up, 
no mess to deal with. Just say ‘goodbye’, shut the door and you don’t have to think about it. 
 
I’ve got some nice clothes out of being a mate. At first I say, ‘yes, you get that for yourself, looks 
good on you’ and then later it’s all ‘Actually, you look silly in that, people will laugh at you – it’s more 
my style. I’ll take if off you if you like’. 
 
I like to drop a text now and then, an instant message, just to let them know I’m still around, even if I 
haven’t seen them for a while. Because that’s what a friend would do isn’t it?  
 
I help. I help him to the cashpoint, I help him on the bus, I help him get to the pub, I help him to the 
bar, I help him buy the drinks, I help him order our meal – what can I say? I like to be helpful. 
 
Anyone who falls for this stuff deserves everything they get. 
 
And anyway, none of this goes too far, it’s just small stuff. 
 
It’s all small stuff. 
 
You people get hung up on small stuff. You never stop to think that we’re making this person feel 
good about themselves for a while, that’s more than you do. And if I put myself out for a bit, 
shouldn’t I get something out of it? That’s only fair – give and take. 
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MUSIC 
WE ARE BACK WITH THE PEOPLE TARGETED BY THE BULLIES 

 
TOM:  Give and take!? 
 
ASHLEY: We give, they take. 
 
POLLY:  Never the other way round. 
 
LAWRIE: And, hold on… ‘just small stuff’!? 
 
JAMES:  It’s not small when it’s happening to you. 
 
NEIL: Not small when they can get to you online, day or night, in your home in the place 

where you should be safest. 
 

THE CAST LAY A FLOWER FOR EACH NAME 
 
TOM:  It wasn’t give and take for Steven Hoskin. 
 
ASHLEY: It wasn’t small stuff for Kevin Davies 
 
LAWRIE: Raymond Atherton 
 
POLLY:  Barrie-John Horrel 
 
JAMES:  Sean Miles 
 
NEIL:  Keith Philpott 
 
TOM:  William Ripsher 
 
LAWRIE: Brent Martin 
 
ASHLEY: All gone because of people they thought were friends, mates. 
 
TOM:  And Steven Gale? 
 
ASHLEY: And Albert Adams? 
 
JAMES: The people who took them from their real friends and their families, they called 

themselves carers… 
 
NEIL: Maybe somehow, they are able to think of us as so different, so much less than they 

are, that we don’t matter. 
 
LAWRIE: “Hath we not hands, organs, dimensions, senses, affections, passions? Fed with the 

same food, hurt with the same weapons, subject to the same diseases, healed by 
the same means, warmed and cooled by the same winter and summer as they 
are? If you prick us, do we not bleed?” Shylock… sort of. 

POLLY TO SPEAK NEXT: “Anyone who sees a blossom…” 
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MUSIC 
POLLY PICKS UP THE FLOWERS AND ARRANGES THEM CAREFULLY 

 
POLLY:  Anyone who sees a blossom, who sees a delicate petal unfurl… 

Anyone who sees a bloom turn its face to the sun to share its beauty and bring us 
joy 
Anyone who sees this, and can only think what pleasure there is in tramping down 
the flowers, grinding them into the dirt…should we feel for them? 
What is missing in their minds, their hearts? 
What connection was never made? 
What link was never forged? 
Should we feel sorry for them? 

 
MUSIC 

 
TOM:  So why is it that the world sees no evil? 
 
LAWRIE: This is the invisible crime. 
 
TOM:  Is it us? Do we stay too silent for too long? 
 
ASHLEY: It’s under the radar. 
 
NEIL:  It might be down your street, or yours. 
 
JAMES:  Exploitation can hide in plain sight. 
 

THE BULLIES VOICES RETURN 
 

My girlfriend threw me out, said she’d had enough of me, so where was I supposed to go? 
And the cat too, stupid thing. I never wanted it. Don’t like cats. So I’m hardly going to feed it 
am I? She doesn’t mind me crashing for a while. We share stuff. Her larder is always more 
full than mine was anyway.  

 
His place was full of bits and pieces, little stuff, nothing important. And no one needs all that stuff 
around. Get it on eBay or take it down the market, and get something worthwhile… 
 

It’s not my fault if the cat took a few birds is it? I can’t control it. And that’s what cats do 
isn’t it, it’s in their nature, prey and predator. It wasn’t nice in the morning, blood and guts 
and feathers and stuff. Made me feel sick, so she cleared them up. They looked a bit sad in 
the bin, with the crisp packets and the beer cans. Oh well. That’s life isn’t it? 

 
I got a fiver for these stupid little metal monkeys, three of them. They weren’t even the same, not 
like a proper set. A bit of old tat. The kind of thing an old person would have. And that fiver went 
towards an x-box, and who doesn’t want an x-box? 
 

THE CAST RETREAT AS IF THEY ARE HIDING IN THEIR OWN HOMES, OUTSIDE THE SONGS ABOUT 
FRIENDS FADE AND DISTORT AS ANGRY, MOCKING VOICES AND BANGING ON DOORS BUILDS. 

WE SEE THE CAST CHAT TO EACH OTHER, CONFIDENCE BUILDS…THEN… 
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TOM:  STOP!  
 
POLLY:  You can’t harm us. 
 
JAMES:  You might think you can, but you can’t. 
 

ALL CAST APPROACH THE AUDIENCE, FACE THEM DIRECTLY. 
 

LAWRIE: it’s going to be ok, because we have realised something… 
 
ASHLEY:  We’ve got good news… 
 
LAWRIE: …something important. 
 
NEIL:  …and bad news. 
 
TOM:  The good news is that we have realised that we do, after all, have a superpower. 
 
POLLY:  The bad news is… 
 
ALL CAST: (looking straight out at the audience) ...it’s you. 
 
 

END 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


